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kEPORT or A COMMITTEE TO THE SO- 
CIETV tun. t*RO\io TING THE EDI CATION 
OF THE POOR. OF IRELAND, RECEIVFD 
AT A MECTIN'G UeLo iN DUBLIN, JVHt 
13ru, 1SL4. 

YOUR commltteehaving completed their 
year of office, deem it their duty, in 
yielding iip the trust reposed in them, to 
lay before the society tlie trmsactiona of 
that period, BJt before they proceed to 
the performance of this duty, th'ey feet 
themselves called upon once more to sal)- 
ir.it to the public, tl»roufi;'h the medium 
Of their report, thi oKjects of your iii- 
Jtitation, and the principles upon which' 
It was foiin'.fed and has been conducted. 
Dee[>Iy impre<i;led[ with the importjuce of 
the business in whicii you are eniMgcd, 
as affi.'Ctiiig' the Wftfare of Ireland, vour 
C')rhmiitee are auxtous to a;vail themselves" 
of every rpp^rtiiniry of aftra'cting the 
atfcntJoi': of the jtuhlit, and of thu^ ob- 
taining' from It li serious inveoiigauon Oi 
the principles -w.d conduct oT your insti- 
tution. Ttjey lire hot disposed tu a^fc foi' 
patrtmape o'r sU[)porl a'iilcs^ i^s impor- 
tance shaU appeal" tn merit, and the stato 
of its funds ttV dt-m:uid it; If however 
these tv.^'o poitus AiaW be establi.she<l, 
they trust they will be Justified in calcu- 
lating' up<»n th^ tfo-oper:ition o'f evdry pa- 
triotic and liberal Irishman. 

Your committee rejoice, that it Is no long- 
er necessary t»-) :*'3difce arguments tr prove, 
wSat appears ahriOst self-evid'ent, llial ed'i- 
Catt(»n, prop'erfy directed", 3 > a source o'f 
happiness to individitats, and of benefit to 
Society. Some good aud entrgh*tened men 
fc-ive, i'idc^'.r foVmeily entevtaiued doubt* 
iipon the snbj'^.cr; but the que^ticVu ii novv 
fortunately nt rest, Jlnd' all stem' to untie 
?n the seiuimeU so well ctprciiWd by a 
hue emir.enl Irish prel.ne ** ibat education 
makes alV thf di^Ierence b<JtTA'een wii'd 
beasis and iiseftri ai:ifi.j?*3,tin thedistrnctioh 
beiweeii the Hott-i'iitol an.'l the Europeart, 
between the savage and ti\:t nun.'' But 
uhiiough it will not be (fenied, thaf it i» 
most de^irabl^ to diffuse the bleS'in^s of 
education as widtiv as'pbssible, some [Per- 
sons m^y iniiik ttJ^t the means of insiruc- 
lioii already iu existence are sulTiciepf for 
that purpose, and to such it will be ne 
ce^sary to say a few words, rei|^ctiu; 

ttZLfAtT MAG. SO. LXXII, 



the schools for the education of th^ poor, 
now e:>tabtished in the country. 

Your committee are aware, that large 
provi:)ion has been made as well from the 
public plirse as t ,rou^h the bounty of 
individual^, for the endowment of schools 
m differetit parts <)f Ireland; but these 
fchooifl, though they may be excellent in 
their kind, are compar..tiv;.*iy speakings 
few in number; and from the p^t^uliar 
circumstances of this cc'untry, are not 
ofien to the gieai body <»f our lab'-uriog 
poor, to those, in fact, who suv.d most in 
need of education. 

The effects, however, of these eD^ab'hsh- 
mentsbeii.g'ch>sed against so great a por- 
tion of cfie pttp'ilation of frelajict, has not 
been to keep :hi;m in total i^'nor:ince of 
letters. The iniiabitants ot this country- 
possess a ns/tiiVal t;i3te fof learninjr^ an 
appetite for iufellectu.*! fmpro^efnent, 
ivhich mr/st an^ will be ifratified. 'i'he 
cnnse*jucncc is, th'at village schottis and 
itiucrriui masters, are ^cattt-red prtJctyge- 
ner^tlly thioughout the country. 

B It vvhat is th6 ch'-ir iCtcr of those 
Schools f And what M the description of the 
Teach.'rs ? Vt"hat Bo^h h^Ve beeft m gene 
ral use amoiigst them ? And \\h6.\. ptmciptet 
are likely to be acquired by tlie .-rckohrs? 
The be^it mformatfon wtiicfi your c(im- 
niit'iee have received on this subject, o- 
bligei iheni to state, that with a Ccry few 
exce'ption3, the ciily object attemled to 
in these schools, is to instruct in re:id'inf^, 
writing, and arithmetic; whilst chvnh- 
n( iS oi person, decency of language, and 
rcyufarity of cor.tluct, are t<j[ally nej^lect- 
ed. Ti;e books ii^cd in them are often cf 
the most pernicitms tendency, and even 
t^e s?ight I:aC;v7l*'J^e o." icti'ers i.-'.d iig(.rts 
which 13 tltui actjuircd, is perlij,ps more 
flVaa couuccilial.uced by :hc sitritrce of 
time ntce-.«ary to attain it. 

NotwithstHnding these dptVrts hnwevcr 
every school is crowded with c.V'ildrei:. 
Extreme poverty doe» noi prf.^at the 
pflrtSPtit from dij^i»e;\>in;; with th? service* 
of his children, ill domcitk or a^riculti;r.il 
eo^pl*»ym«tts, in order H) aiT..rd tlnoi op- 
portunities yf attending the nfighb-'uriu^r 
school 5 . ar.d ni^iiy insiaiA-e-i li^\*c come 
within the knowledge of you: comnnttce. 
where both the partuc and the chifd U^vc 
chesrfaliy rwluwd their sCaury meaus for 
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food and (jlolhing,. to enable them to pay 
the monthly pittance to the head or vil- 
lage srhoo) master. 

Hence it appeaVs that tho»e seminaries 
where good order and regular haliits are 
attended to, are almou totally inaccessible 
to the va»t majority of the labouring 
poor, and that the schools of an inferior 
description which have supplied their 
place (even j^they were su65ciently nu- 
merous) are yet highly objectionable, 
from the tedious and irregular •) stems 
adopted in them, the total disregard of 
the masters to the morals of the children, 
from the pernicious books which are 
used in them, and from that want of due 
discipline, which forms perhaps the most 
valuable part of the education of youth. 

Your committee would therefore hope, 
that Che means of instruction now placed 
within the reach of the great body of the 
people of Ireland, instead of inclining^ 
the public mind against your institution, 
will afford an additional and powerful ar- 
gument in its favour : fur (to use the 
words of an ofGcial document,) ** were it 
even admitted that the benefits of educa- 
tion are not to the lower classes* of the 
people as great as we conceive them to 
be,yet the necessity of assisting in or obtain- 
ing it fcr them in this country, would not be 
diminished but increased ; for such educa- 
cation as has been objected to, under the 
idea of its leading to evil rather than to 
good, they are actually obtaining for 
tbemselve^~; and though we conceive it 
practicable to correct it, to check its pro- 
gress appears impossible, it may be im- 
proved, hut cannot be impeded." 

A desire to remedy those defects, and 
(o supply tl-ose deficiences ia the eiist- 
iri;^ system for the education of the poor 
of this country, led to the formation of 
) our institution. It was founded on the 
i'd of December, 1811, by a few indi- 
viduals, some of whom having been en- 
gaged for years in the support and ma- 
iia»enjent of an extensive scliool f for the 



• Fourteenth Repwrt of the Commis- 
sioners of Education, &c. 

f The attention of the public is invited 
lo this srhool •. it is situated in School- 
street, in the parish of St. Catharine. An- 
nual reports of its progress have been 
printed for some years past, which can 
be had at the school, and will b« (bond 
extremely interesting to the protnoter* of 
education. 



children of the poor, in the populous ma- 
nufacturing district of the meiroi)olis, 
were thus convinced by their own per- 
sonal experience, of the advantages which 
must result from an improved system of 
education becoming prevalent in this 
country. 

At one of the earliest meetings of your 
»ociety, (6th January, 1812) the following 
resolution was adopted : " That the edu- 
cation of the poor of Ireland being th« 
basis on which its morals and true hap- 
piness can be best secured, it is highly 
important that schools should be establish- 
ed, Jivaltii tif alt Srctarim dutimctimt in cvttj 
fart of the arrangement." 

This fundamental resolution appear- 
ed to the founders of your society the 
" best calculated to meet the circumsun- 
ces of the poor of Ireland," and your com- 
mittee have the pleasure to say, that it 
has been very generally approved of ia 
the country, and seems to have met with 
the sanction of the dmninkneri «/ EJuca. 
tim t who in their Hih report, presented 
to I he house of commons (under the date 
of the 30ih October 181 a) eipress their 
opinion. « that no plan for the education of 
the lower classes in Ireland, however wise- 
ly and unexceptiooably contrived ia other 
respects, can be carried into efTectnal exe. 
cutionin this country, unless it be explicit. 
ly avowed and clearly understood, as its 
leading principle, that no attempt shall 
be made to influence or disturb, the pecu- 
liar religious tenets of any descriptioo of 
Christians." 

This resolution, embodied in an ad- 
dress to the public, was immediately 
printed and extensively circulated, and the 
objects of the society were then declared 
to be— to promote the establishment and 
facilitate the conducting of schools, upon 
the principle just mentioned, wherein 
the poor inight be taught reading, writ- 
ing and arithmetic in a cheap and expe- 
ditious manner. That with this vfeW, 
they should obtain and communicate in- 
formation, as to best plans furtiuriding- and 
fitting np schools, and should contribute 
(as far as their funds would allow) to the 
eipence incurred upon ' this head bv local 
associations. That they should ajslst in 
procuring pr<>perlv qualified school-mas- 
ters, and in ftiraishing books, stationary. 

The model school of this society, which 
will be noticed heregfttr, it iii.der ibf; 
same rotf. 
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and other articles necessary for schools 
at reduced prFces ; and thit the attention 
of the society should be directed to the 
new and improved system of education, 
because it Uvh its foundation upon the 
tacred scripture^, and combines economy 
with due disciphne, on which accounts 
it appears eminently adapted to the wants 
and Circumstances of Ireland. 

Such were the motives which called 
your society into existence, such the ob- 
jects it proposed to achieve, and such the 
principles ou which it is pledged to pro- 
ceed. 

Thereport for the year 1812 (being the 
only one as yet published by the societyj 
iuforuied you ot the progress then made. 

Many important subjects presented 
thecuselves to the attention of your com- 
mittee immediately upon their appoint- 
ment. Several benevolent individuals as 
well as local associations, were desirous to 
establish schools upon an improved prin- 
ciple. They had heard of valuable ini« 
provements in point of en^^jo/ny, of sim- 
flhii^f of diiCipiinej and of expedition ; but 
they knew not where t» seek for infor- 
mation upon the subject. They were to- 
tally at a loss for a good plan, upon which 
to erect or fit up a school houie : and 
even if a building were erected, they knew 
not how to procure a competent master 
or mistress, or where to purchase suit- 
able botjks. 

In fact, so many obstacles opposed them- 
selves in the outset of the project, that it 
is not to be wondered at if many were 
discouraged or disabled from carrying it 
into execution. 

To endeavour to supply these numerous 
wants, was aceordingly the tirst business 
of your committee. I'he repurt "f the 
last year announced that a tract * was pre- 



• The advantages of this improvement, 
in point ot economy, is extremely great. 
The Spelling Book published by the soci- 
ety, is sold tor Ss. Od. and the Reading 
Book tor 8s. 4d. 1 he former consists of 
60, the latter of 100 tablets ; they are to 
be had (with other articles used in schools) 
at the Repository, School-street. Thus a 
school containing several huudred oi 
scholers, is supplied with sufficient books 
for teaching them spelling and readiug, 
at the trivial expence of 13s. 4d, whicli 
need not be incut red again for some years, 
if reasonable care be taken of the books 
by the teaiberti' Ic mwt be gratifying (o 



pared and then in the pre-^s, giving suita- 
ble directions for building, fitting up, and 
arranging school-rooms upon approved 
plaiis. This tract has been since publish- 
ed, and a considerable part Of the impres- 
sion circulated through Ireland. Your 
committee recommend it to the attention, 
to erect buildings, or to adapt hntiset 
already built, for the ])urpo3es of in- 
struction, as being calculated to »ave ex- 
pense and inconvenience, not only in the 
tirst outtit, but in the future conduct and 
management of schools. It contains a 
few plates, which have been auuexed in 
order to furiiisii architects and tradesmen 
in the country with a few ground plans 
and sections of the necessary buildings, 
desks, benches, &c. &c. 

One of the most striking improvements 
lately introduced into general use in 
schools is, that one book shall answer for 
an entire school, though it shuuid contain 
some hundreds of scholars. A spelling 
book upon this plan, was compiled under 
the direction of the former commitiee, 
and was in the press when they weiit out 
of oiSce. Daring the year which ha* now 
closed, the spelling book has been pub- 
lished, and a reading bonk, upon the 
the same principle, carefully compiled, 
printed and published-}'. 

Your commiiiee may be permitted to 
remark that in preparing and publishing 
those two br>ok:>, and especially the latter, 
your institution has rendered a most va- 
luable service, indeed, tothe cnusc ot na- 
tioual education ; for wiih ut them ic 
would have been vain to attempt intro- 
ducing the improved system of teaching 
into the schools of Ireland. It may not 
be improper here to staie the principles 
by which the compilers of the Reading 
Book were guided in the execution of a 
work, which they felt to be one of no 
less difficulty and nicety than of import- 

the members of the society to perceive,, 
by reference to the accounts pre*eitted 
with this report, that whilst schools are 
relieved from heavy expense, and are fur- 
nished at 90 cheap a rate with such les- 
sons as they could not for»ierly procure 
at any price, the funds of the iostimtiun 
will be tocreascd by the sale ot these pub- 
lications. 

f It is for sale at the Socieiisj' Reposi. 
toTT, S<ht«ol-street, and is eiitiilpd" H-nli 
atrd Birtditnr lor bui/iiimf, foUig i.f, and art 
Tdn^hig StAnf Sitmi-^ii'tic* lOd. 
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aoce. Tlicir object wa« to combiue as 
much useful matter as possible, and at 
the same time to avoid every t"'pic wliicti 
cvuld be offensive or ol>jectioiiHble to 
auy, fiir whom it -was desi^ ied. They 
therefore kept sieadiiy in view {^le ex- 
cellent t'uadanientai principle of your 50- 
cifty, and were mtist soltcitiqiis, that 
whibt it should contain §:)nie religious 
truths, nothing should be introduced of a 
sectarian lendencvj or which could po»at- 
sjbly excite jealousy, or uneasiness in the 
minds of pious persons, of aqy rtlijjious 
denomination. Jt contains much iiiatier 
extracted from the sacred scriptures, but 
in order 10 avoid even ^ suspicion that se- 
lections were made of particular passages, 
for the purpose of inculcating any pecu- 
liar doctrinal opinions, the compitaticja 
in this respect has been made from books 
used in the schools in tliis country for 
manv years past, namely, from " Dsl- 
ivorih's" and the '* Pensylvanian 'Spelling 
Cooks*! and fronx- " Readih;^ made E->sv." 
Indeed the constitution of your committee, 
composed as it is, pf persons of various 
reiiKious communion?:, shouhi it) ijseif af- 
ford a suUi^-'ieut security ai^aiu^^t s6pli 'a 
suj^picion ; and your committee could re- 
ftr you to the niiuuies i>f jts jiroceedtuj;-'.-, 
from the UHh to the jlst » f July, in orocr 
to satisfy you of the jiaiui wiiich wir? 
t^kcn, that the contents iif tlie Reading 
Rook should be exannocd by every nieui* 
bcrof their body, and that they should 
be altogether unexceptionable in every 
point of view. Selections convtying good 
mora! ai2 1 useful information, in a style 
piea-iing to learners, haye been in:ide 
principally from the works of the well 
known 1-iudley Murriy, and combined 
with the forecoh>g. it is graiifving to 
your comiiiittre to be enabled to state, 
tiiat thtae |>ubiicaiions appear to have met 
with very '^'encral approbation. Many 
sets of them have befn .sold for the use 
of schools in the moct distant parts of this 
country, and applications arc mOre fre- 
quently received for them as they become 
more gencratly known. Ihe sates to 
schools do ring: '''* last mor.tb haoe been 
more than double the amount joi sa*c8 
dtiriDft **'>)' month preceding;- and vour 
comniittfe cannot refrain from mention* 
ing a circumstance which afforded them 
consider ibifkat'slaction, a« proTingitet 
the excctition of their more di^irit tasfc 
h«d been approveil of in the sistef Isltuid. 
An ordf-r has liei-o lately receaivei) /rem. 
Eirmin'j!:.;m, fc;' tliict copiuSL'f t'iC Rt'ad- 



injT Book, for the use of schools in th< 
nei>;hbourhoi>d of that town. This was 
felt to hethe more (l.itterin^, as books oij 
the same principle have bein puldished in 
England. 

Your committee, however, aware that 
iitipertectious will probabJy exist in a uewr 
work of this nature, would anxioualy so- 
licit the sucjjcstiogs of all persons, who 
may he disposed to coutribute, toward* 
rendering a second edition more cotrect 
and complete. 

Your committee also state that vou have 
mHI much to do in this df^partment of 
your duty, and that othir elementary 
works on the same plan will be absolutely 
necessaty. 

Nor can tljey avoid noticing the ditnr 
culty which now exists of procuring pro- 
per books of any description, (eiiiitr of 
instruction or amusement) for the use of 
the poor. It is not merely fot school use, 
that such pubticatious are necessary, when 
children have acijuired the power ol read- 
ing, it is'nuural to suppose they will 
exercise their new faC)ilty, and if good 
matter Ije not provided, it is to be feared 
the bad wii) stiil hi resorttd to. The 
reading' books no^v to be met with, both 
in sthooli, and in the houses o) the poor, 
a;e often of the most ptroici-'Us tejidtucy, 
aiij your caminittte did intend to have 
suj;oreiit,:d the propriety (it wir youf 
fuj;tj> should he suiricieni) t>f priiiticg- and 
puijiishiog: ch**ap and in>'tfuctive Mt>rk.s 
for the U-^e of the poor'; hat they have 
great pleasure in mentiotnng tlut a so- 
ciety has been just formed for that sole 
purpose". 

\Viil) the same view your Committee 
wimld point your aiteotion to llie advan- 
tage thai must result from the formation 
of Undivg^Lii/ariei iu the diffirent csla- 
blishmeuis for the education 01 the poor, 
'i'bpy would tjot only \te the means of 
placiuj^ instructive |}'>oks within the teach 
of (be poor at a l«i>s e.xpeuce than could 
be otherwise £frv;CiiJ, tut they wontd al- 
so alfi/id an additional iuducemi-nt 10 the 
reading of tfi(;h i>yot-, for {ii» v. as well ob- 
served I>y t)ie suptjinttudeof ol the Bel- 
fast school,- in » letter -to your tecr«t:iry) 
"if abook be lent, aiitd i»tp be returned 
on a certai[iday,.tli« probability is, that 
the book wiii be read within the tiniej 
but if given eiitir^ely, the reading of it 
itiay be deferted until a more couveiiietit 

• The Cheap Book Society^ifec. &.:. Sec 
the Appeudix. 
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Qpportuniiy, which opportunity may not 
soon arrive; as we are all ready enough 
to postpone doing, what we Icnuw we can 
do at any time." 

Your' committee being of opinion that 
many valuable suggestions are to be found 
in ihe letter just adverted to, Iwarinf up- 
on vari(»u>* br.inches uf tlie undertaktng in 
whicK y»'u are cnjji^ged, !>eg leave t« lay 
an extract from it before you, in the ^i>- 
peiidii to this Report', aiidilicy are led 
here to remark, that one gieM advantage 
iiowiii;; from such an iiistitutiori as your'j 
is, that a centre is ti.erehy establi^lied, to 
which u-iful aud ii-teresting com riuni- 
catiom, upon the mitjject of public cdu- 
c.itioii, u) ly be Jirected tro.u every quar- 
ter, •Hid from whic/i tite improvements 
derived therefrunt may he generally dif- 
fused thriHjgliout the cou.iry. 

The next topic adverted to in the re- 
port of your late co.iimittee, is the ad- 
vantage to he derived from the esi^dilish- 
ment of a S.Am! in this city, tq whicli the 
society may point as a mcj^i for the me- 
thod of instruction recommended by it; 
a:id which shoulJ atsii be used as a se.ui- 
nary wherein young men might be iraine^l, 
to act as school niasters, and from whence 
they migiii he sent, as occasion should re- 
tjuire. to superintend or -or^^ani^Ke schools 
ill different parts of Ireland. 

The report then slated the application, 
t>n this subject n.ado by your committee 
to' the ^entleuifri conducting the School- 
streei-.chools, and the leridiress with 
which they expressed thiiir desire to co- 
oper-ite (:4s f>ir as in their power) with 
yotir society in this part of ycur plan. 

A room in the .School-street establish- 
nieitt, cap:ibli' of containing 2.:'0 sc'ioiars, 
together with its lull compte.nent of 
bovs, has t>een placed under the tlirection 
of your committee, (subject of course to 
the rules of the Scht>ol street Society} and 
this school has been at work during the 
last nine manths. Yopr committee recom- 
mend It to the attention of the public as 
the best existing moJel in Ireland, of the 
improved system of education. 

The management of it is entnisled to 
IV! r. John Veevers, (the gentleman alluded 
to in the last report) who having been 
recommended as a person eminently quali- 
fied to communicate all the late improve- 
meuts in education, has been engaged 

• Eor the letter at full length, seethe 
Selfact Magaaine Vol. 12, page 9a. 



by your committee at a salary of £200 
per annum. This is certainly a large sa- 
lary, particularly so when compared with 
your present list of subscribers ; but your 
committee hope that the advantages to b« 
derive4 from this gentleman's experience, 
will justify them in incurring such an ex- 
pence. 

The attention of your committee baa 
been much directed to this school, with a 
view to ascertain tiie advantages of the 
method of teach ng introduced by Mr. 
Veevtrs, compared with the plan of in- 
struction used ip the School-street school ; 
and they hope by these mearni to be en- 
abled to combine whatever is valuable in 
either ; and thus to form such a system 
for the education of the poor, as sjiall be 
itiost liktly to foward the objects of your 
liisiitutioii. 

Your committee have also directed ibei'r 
attention to this modi-! lohcol^ as well as to 
the old schools in School street, in conse- 
quence of the frequent applic:ilions which 
have been made to them, for directions 
aud ex;»'anatioiis, respecting the mode of 
iRstructton recotnmended by your society. 
li has bect^ found quite impossible to give 
adequate information ou this subject, 
either by letter or oral communication; 
and as there are many persons engaged 
in the superintendence of schools in re- 
mote pacts of Ireland, who would find it 
impossible to visit any model school, es- 
tablislisd in this city, though very de- 
sirous of inf<irmation respecting it, it 
becomes extremely desirable to publish a 
detailed account of the plans recommend- 
ed by ycu, which shall be accompanied 
with illustrations, so that it may, as far as 
possible, supply the place of persona! in- 
spection. Considerable progress has been 
made, in pre|jaring ?nd arranging mat- 
ter, for such a publication, and your 
committee would strongly recommend 
that it shall be completed as early as pos- 
sible in the ensuing year. 

.Shortly after the OTc«/f/ .".-//ot/ w.if estab- 
lished, and a suitable field thereby pro- 
vided for exercising and training school 
masters, your committee endeavoured to 
make it useful to the public in that respect, 
as far as the straitened circumstances of 
the society wou'd permit. Accordingly 
about litfe months .since, an advertise- 
ment was published, in sixteetv of the 
nu)st respectable provincial prints in Ire- 
land, stating that the school of the sooiety 
m Schuol-Mreet, was then opened for the 
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nccptiao of young men properly r«om- 
mended, who thonlii be taught and train> 
«i|] CO act 39 »chool matters, free of aUtx- 
paat fur instructitir. That the society was 
niX then enaUled to carry into effect its 
intended plan, of dieting and todgmg, as 
well as educating young men, to be sent 
out jy it, to act ai school masters in tiie 
country; but was obliged to confine it- 
self to the injtructioi of ducii yuung men 
as should be sent to the school. That e- 
very possible assistance however, would 
be given towards providing eligible places 
where they ought to be dieted and lodged 
at the eipence of chose by whom they 
should be recommended, and where their 
cu^jtls should be carefully attended to. 

Some measure of this kind was abso- 
lutely necessary; numerous applications 
were made from various parts of Ireland for 
competent masters to organize or super- 
intend schools, and your committee (to use 
the strong language of the Coinmissioners 
of Education) being "persuaded that a 
more eweutial service could not be render- 
ed to the state, than by carrying Into ef- 
fect a practicable mode of supplying a suc- 
ce^ion of well qualified instructors for 
the cbild'°en of the lower classes," de- 
termined to adopt the expedient just men- 
tioned, as being the best calculated of any 
nitiin iu fowt!-, a want so urgent in its na- 
ture, and JO generally felt in t-^tiy part 
of tha country, A few young men have 
been admitsed into the seminary, who 
were recommended to your committee by 
the directors of different schools, in con- 
sequeuce of the beforementioned advertise- 
ment, 3iid a table will be found in the ap- 
pendix, stating the names, ages, and other 
ctrcutnstauces relative tu these young men, 
the schools for which they were trained, 
the number of schol irs in each of these 
schools, aad the period which it required 
to qiialify for the performance oi their 
duty as teachers, such of them as have left 
the seminary. 

your committee having now detailed 
the proceedings of the past year, cannot 
omit stating, that every step tlicy took 
Kad been impeded, by the lamentable in- 
adeqqacy uf youc funds. Ihey have 
worfced in fetters, and were, therefore, 
unable to accomplish your plans, to the 
extent required. So very limited indeed, 
have been the pecuniary resources, placed 
at their disposal, that but for the liberality 
of ttif geotlemeo conducting the Schnol- 
sueet jestablishineDt, they would have 
beei) obliged to poMpooe altogether two 



of the most val uable pans of your plan » 
namely, t he MtJil Schoo!, ami the fiiminarii for 
training Mattcri. And althoiigti the very 
friendly co-operation of those gentlemen 
hasennblcd your committee to do sonic- 
thing with respect to them, yel they are 
well satisHed, tlut (he arr.ingemenis made 
at School-street, must ever prove inade- 
quate to the attainment of the objects in 
view ; and that unless you shall be enabled 
to erect a building, expressly for the pur- 
pose of establishing in It a McJd Schanly 
and a Semmar-y Jor triiining Miiiters^tXit pub- 
lic Cannot receive the fu I benefit propos- 
ed by you, from those bratictics of your 
institution. Your committee would aI<o 
suggest the great advantages which would 
be derived from having a person in vour 
employment, quablied to orjj.tnize schools, 
who might be sent for tfi.it purpose to 
such parts of the country as the society 
should judge most expedient. 

Your committee hope that this state- 
ment of the principles and ccmduct uf your 
society, will convince the public of its 
importance to the welfare of this island. 
And if this be a just expectation, they are 
very certain that a single glance at the ac- 
count of your income and expenditure, will 
satisfy every man, who feels for die value 
of your institution, of the necessity of 
contributing to its support. Your com- 
mittee refer to these accounts for parti- 
culars, they will only here remark, that 
whilst your annual subscriptions for the 
last year amounted only Vi£iif< 9 y you 
ate under an engagement of £-M0 per 
annum, for the salary of Mr. Veevers ; 
and further, that though the necessary 
distarstmirts of the past year, were no less 
than £'5 1 \% 1 the total income of the 
Society for that period amounted only to 
^'-'48 2 6 being a deficit of .i'69 15 1\. 
Before they conclude their report, your 
committee would again aniiou-nly press u|>» 
on the society, the imperious necesiity of 
aduptintr n^eans for increasing your funds, 
more efficient than those hitherto resorted 
to ; and they feel they should not act 
with candor, if they did not declare their 
decided opinion, tliyt this institution must 
fall to the ground, if their successors shall 
not be able to awaken the serious atten- 
tion of the wealthy and the liberal to thi 
objects it has in view. 

Your committee have been most unwil- 
lingly forced to this conclusion, bv the 
mortifying experience of their fruitiest 
attempts to obtain pecuniary aid, during 
Che past yea^. 
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The eagerness with which every facil- 
ity (' r edacatiou ha* beeo g^r4sped at by 
the paorer classes of the comiiiuiiitv^ im- 
pressed yoar commitiee with (he firmest 
conviction of the advaatigea likely to le- 
sult ffDrti your institution, and induced 
them (perhaps inprudently,) not only to 
extiaast vour regular fuiids, but evtu to 
draw upon the anticipated bounty of tiie 
public : but they fear they have been too 
sanguine in their expectations; they, as 
well as your late commictee, appear to 
have us;d every cITon in their power to 
give publicity to tlie ot^ects and prin- 
ciples of your institution, and for this 
purpose the sum of £.134 16 11^ 
(which some may think excessive,) wns 
expended by the committee for the year 
ending April, IS13, in order to excite 
the public attenion through the medium 
of ihe public press ; and your Secretary 
did by letter apply for support to almost 
every man of rank and wealth in the 
countrv ; but such applications have been 
(with very few exceptions,) totally unat- 
tended to, by the persons to whom they 
were addressed. 

It is true, the improvements lately in- 
troduced into the systems for the edu- 
cation of the poor, have become the sub- 
ject of discussion amongst the enlightened, 
and even the theme of conversation a- 
mougst the fasliionable, and whenever 
mentioned, every tongue seems eager to 
expatiate on the happy consequences which 
must result from the blessiitgs of educa- 
tion being diffused thraughout the coun- 
try ; but there is a lamentable apat'iy on 
the subject, when those persons are invit- 
ed to realize tiieir theories, and carry 
them into execution. 

Your committee know not how to ac- 
count for this deplorable indifFL-reuce, to 
what (in their humble opinion) appears 
to be of vital consequenciE to Ireland. 

They have endeavoured to steer clear 
of all objections, arising from the pe- 
culiar circum^ta!lces of this country. ,4nd 
their object iias been to promote a system 
of education, which shall enable the poor 
peasant and artizan to actjuire informa- 
tion, without encroaching materially on 
his time or his purse ; which shall incul- 
cate principles of honesty and truth, ac 
that time of life when tlie mind is best 
prepared to receive them — winch shaH 
accustom the pstor to habits of decpucy 
and cleanliness, at thesatne time imprfving 
their mtrrals and therr he'.-ttth; whicij -haH 
teach them to tix their atieution eiclu^ 



sively on whatever business they are eo' 
gaged in, and inure them to that icind 
of regular discipline and good order, 
which is of such essential value to thu«c 
who must earn their bread by their in- 
dustry — which shall lay open the scrip- 
tures to every poor man, and at the same 
tii.^e be free from. even the suspicioo 
of ainnug at proselytisiB, or any inter- 
ference iu reli{!ious opinions; and which 
shall, by these means, atFortI new sources 
of innocent amusement, useful knowledge, 
and religious truth, to the poorest mem- 
bern of the community. 

The value of such a system is univer- 
sally admitted : whence then dues it hap^ 
pen that the pubUc are to indifferent a- 
bout its success? Your Cummittee are 
inclined to attribute it to want of due 
consideration of the subject, and they arc 
confident that this indifference would be 
succeeded by activity aud zeal for your 
insiitutiuo, if the wealthy and the liberal 
amongst our countrymen would seriously 
consider the consequences, public and 
private, which miist result from such a 
system becoming prevalent throughout the 
country. Let them bestow a few mo- 
ment's serioin thought on tbcsut^ect, aiid 
thii let them ask themselves, shall we 
extend our aid to this institution ? Of 
shall we turn aside from it ? And whilst 
we praise the objects it has in view, and 
the means by which it proposes to altaiii 
them, — ^whilst we warmly express ou^ 
desire for the promotion of tcB-trdcrrJ- 
niumtion amongst the poor, at the same 
time, refuse to contribute in the slightest 
decree to its advancement — in a word 
shall we be consistent ? Or shall we suf- 
fer pecuniary motives, the most paltry 
and insignificant, to induce us to withhtilcf 
our aid from an institution which our 
judgment and our conscience compel u* 
to approve ? Let each man pur this que*, 
tion to himself, and your society will 
never need support. 
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LETTER XVII. 
Sit Hi, hut hiur ! 

Dea« Si», — Do they who, in tMs 
work .of Parliamentary Reform, r«gu<i.> 
Ie<3 of ptiucifrle, pHsitme,- at their ew* 
arbitrary discretion, to propose the re- 



